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(Bank name, address)         (Bank logo) 
 

Dear Parents: 
 

Our lives are built around our families, their protection, and their success. From the moment they 

are born we all do everything possible to protect our children. Financial stability lies at the heart 

of these endeavors. We want our children to be wise and thoughtful throughout their lives with 

every financial decision they make. Just as we teach them to read and write at an early age we 

can also begin their financial education without waiting for the time when they can go to the 

bank and actually open their first checking account.  

We have created Childrenôs Checking to aid you in the development of your childrenôs financial 

practices while still in their formative years. Within this guide you will find references to 

Childrenôs Checking which applies to grades 1 ï 3 and Youth Checking which you can use with 

grades 4 ï 8. In either case the principles are the same. Along with this guide we have provided 

you with electronic support materials which you can use to print checks, deposit slips and 

transaction register pages on your home computer using standard 8 ½ X11 printer paper.  

This process makes you your childrenôs banker. Rather than giving them cash for allowance or 

payment for chores you can aid them in filling out a deposit slip and entering the amounts in 

their transaction register. When they wish to purchase something, or spend their money in any 

way, you help with the purchase and they write a check and complete their register. Your 

children will quickly come to realize that without money in their account purchases are 

impossible.  

On the following pages you will find: 

 An explanation of the process 

 An explanation of each of the elements 

 How-To explain the process to your children 

 Childrenôs daily/weekly/monthly guide to financial prosperity 

This process ends with the Eighth Grade. Sometime after that, with your help, your children will 

be ready for a real checking account at a real bank. When that day comes we will be happy to aid 

you and your children in the next step to adulthood.  

We appreciate your business and look forward to assisting you with all of your banking needs.  

Sincerely,  

SIGNATURE 
(NAME) , President 

BANK NAME & Contact info Bank 
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CHILDRENõS CHECKING IS 

IMPORTANT  
 

If you have ever heard a child say; ñYou have checks so you must have money,ò you understand 

why childrenôs checking is important. If your child has ever lost his allowance, you understand 

why childrenôs checking is important. If your child has ever pleaded with you for something 

special while in the aisle of a store, you understand why childrenôs checking is important.  

Research shows that children who understand that their desires are limited to their bank balance 

are less likely to ask for something they cannot afford. It also shows that children who 

understand the limitations of a bank balance are more thoughtful when making a decision to 

make a purchase.  

THE PROCESS  

1. Review this booklet and ensure that you understand each element 

2. Open the electronic files that we e-mailed to you and complete the fields 

with your childôs name, number the checks and print a small quantity 

3. Using this instructional guide explain the process to your child 

4. If your child already has cash use that as the beginning balance, or use the 

first amount that you would normally give your child as the beginning 

balance 

5. Each time that you would normally pay your child for chores or give your 

child money for any reason, help your child to enter that amount in the 

transaction register and make the mathematical calculation necessary to 

adjust the balance (do not actually give the money to your child, show your 

child what the money looks like in cash, then keep it. You are the bank.) 

6. When your child asks to spend their money 

a. Ask if they have a sufficient balance to cover the transaction 

b. If they do and you agree, make the purchase with the child (you are 

the bank so you pay) 

c. When you return home you guide your child through the writing and 

signing of the check 

d. Guide your child through the completion of the transaction register 

and the balance adjustment 
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CHECKS  

Figure 1 below represents checks for children in grades 1 ï 3. When you call this 

image up on your computer screen you will be able to add your childôs name and 

address in the upper left corner. In the upper right corner you can add numbering. 

It is important that in the future when you print additional checks that you change 

this field to provide sequential numbering.  

 

Figure 1 Grades 1 ï 3 

 

Figure 2 Grades 4 - 8 
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Explaining each element of the check to your child:  

Date:  The month, day and year are important for future reference, write it out  

           such as January 12, 2011 
 

Pay to: Teach your child to fill in the name of the actual place where the money 

             was spent; The Toy Emporium 
 

$: Write the dollar amount numerically; $12.27 
 

Dollars: Write out the dollar amount in words and numbers; Twelve and 27/100  

For: Describe the purchase for future reference; Soccer Ball 

Signature: Ask your child to use whatever level of signature is being currently  

                 taught in school, this may start with a printed name for first graders  

 

DEPOSIT SLIPS  
 

Figure 3 below represents deposit slips for children in grades 1 ï 3. When you call 

this image up on your computer screen you will be able to add your childôs name 

and address in the upper left corner. Immediately to the right you can add 

numbering. It is important that in the future when you print additional deposit slips 

that you change this field to provide sequential numbering 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Figure 3  Grades 1 ï 3 
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Figure 4  Grades 4 - 8 

Explaining each element of the deposit slip to your child:  

Date: The month, day and year are important for future reference, February 10, 2011 

Cash: Under normal circumstances if the money comes from you to your child, the 

child should fill in the amount as cash; $5.00 

Checks: Use the check line to help your child identify checks that were given to 

your child as gifts or payment for services by anyone outside the family home 

Net Deposit: This is the total of all separate deposits 

 

TRANSACTION REGISTERS  
 

The check register, or transaction register, is an essential tool for tracking financial 

transactions, maintaining a balance and keeping a budget. Available for your use 

are two register styles. The register in Figure 5, for children in Grades 1 ï 3, 

provides the appropriate line spacing to facilitate the forming of characters. Figure 

6 for Grades 4 ï 8 helps begin the transition to adulthood and a real checking 

account.  The columns, and explanation of their purpose and use are the same in 

both cases.   
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  Figure 5  Grades 1 ï 3   (above)                                       

  Figure 6  Grades 4 ï 8 (below) 
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Explaining each element of t he Transaction Register  

(My Check Register ) to your child:  
 

Number, from corresponding check or deposit slip: This helps track the 

individual transactions and provides an order for the balancing process. Both check 

numbers and deposit slip numbers should be entered here.  
 

Date: This should be the date of the deposit transaction.  

Transaction Description: There are two lines for each transaction. The upper 

white line should be used to designate the source of the deposit or the party to 

whom the check is written. The lower shaded line provides a space to record the 

reason for the transaction. In the case of checks this entry should correspond with 

the For entry from the lower left hand corner of the check.  

Payment/Debit Amount: An amount is written here only when the entry is a 

check. The value of the check should be entered in this column in the upper half 

(white) of the line. This same value should also be entered in the corresponding 

white line in the balance column and shown as a negative. You may begin by 

teaching your child to make the sign for subtraction (-) in front of the number. 

Later, if you wish, you may teach your child that this number when placed in 

parenthesis also indicates that it is to be subtracted. This is a good opportunity to 

teach your child that payments represent charges (debits) against their account.  

V : This column is to be used during the reconciliation (balancing) process 

when each instrument is accounted for a check should be made in the box and the 

instrument set aside.  

Deposit/Credit Amount : An amount is written here only when the entry is a 

deposit. Enter only the total deposit from the Net Deposit line on the corresponding 

deposit slip. Enter the value of the deposit in the upper half (white) of the line. The 

same value should be entered in the corresponding white line in the balance 

column. You may begin by teaching your child to make the addition sign (+) in 

front of this number to serve as a reminder that it is a credit and adds to the value 

of the account.  
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Balance: In this column we learn that if we keep a running balance we always 

know how much money is available in our checking account. On the shaded half of 

the line we enter the balance as it is adjusted from the line above by either addition 

(deposits) or subtraction (checks).  

Reconciliation: Once each month sit with your child and review all entries for 

accuracy. Take all executed instruments, both checks and deposit slips, check the 

register entries for accuracy. Make a mark in the check column to verify that each 

instrument is accounted for, check the math to ensure that the balance is correct 

and file the deposit slips and checks for future reference.  

Daily/Weekly/Monthly Guide : 

As is the case with everything we learn, organization and repetition are necessary for 

success. It will be very helpful to your children if you help them to properly prepare for 

Childrenôs Checking.  

 Designate a drawer or place to keep checks, deposits slips and the check register.  

 As you print checks you may cut them into individuals. Envelopes are an 

excellent way to keep the supplies organized.  

o  Five letter size envelopes will be all you need 

1. Unwritten checks in numerical order 

2. Unwritten deposit slips in numerical order 

3. Used but not reconciled checks in numerical order 

4. Used but not reconciled deposit slips in numerical order 

5. Reconciled checks and deposit slips (you may choose to have a 

separate envelope for each month or store all months together 

 

Daily: As checks are written and deposits made place them in the proper envelope 

Weekly: Check the balance, ensure that all entries have been made and 

calculations were properly made 

Monthly : Lay out all executed instruments, arrange them in numerical order, 

verify each oneôs use and amount, check calculations, verify balance and store 

reconciled instruments. 
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Summary:  

Financial stability comes from good financial practices and money management. It 

is never too soon to teach our children the importance of money management.  By 

teaching your children how to manage this Childrenôs Checking system, you will 

prepare them for the time when they can open a real bank account.  

We hope that you enjoy the use of Childrenôs Checking and we look forward to 

serving you with all of your financial needs.  

CURRENCY  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Washingtonõs 

Picture is on the  

$_______   bill.  

Name th e 5  

 kinds of coins!  

How much is each 

of these coins 

worth?  
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Can you name  

all t he bills 

($1, $5 é) 

and whose 

picture is on 

each?   

Bill   Picture    

 $______      ____________    

$______      ____________    

$______      ____________    

$______      ____________    

$______      ____________    

$______      ____________    

$______      ____________                    

Whose picture  

is on the  

$100 bill?  

_________________ 



 

12 

 

 

 

 

Copyright 2010 Alexander Group, Inc.      All rights to concept and graphics, including  Super $aver Kid are the property of Alexander Group, Inc. 

and may not be copied or used without their express  permission. 
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